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Established in 1986, the Australian Human Rights
Centre is an inter-disciplinary research and teaching
institute based in the Faculty of Law, UNSW. The
AHRCentre promotes public awareness and academic
scholarship about domestic and international human
rights standards, laws and procedures through research
projects, education programs and publications.
The AHRCentre brings together practitioners, researchers
and students from Australian and international
organisations and universities to engage in research
and teaching activities and public debate on a range
of contemporary human rights issues. The Centre
publishes the Australian Journal of Human Rights, a
high quality peer-reviewed research publication and
the Human Rights Defender, a more informal and
accessible publication for a general audience. Each
year, the AHRCentre convenes a number of public
seminars and events, co-ordinates human rights courses
and internships for students and hosts a number of
international and Australian Visiting Fellows.

About the cover photograph
In 2013, internationally acclaimed photojournalist, Paula
Bronstein donated a selection of her award-winning
photographs for reprodution in the AHRCentre’s, Human
Rights Defender.
Paula has witnessed humanitarian and natural disasters
and political unrest in Afghanistan, Pakistan, the Middle
East and Africa for over 30 years and worked as a senior
staff photographer with Getty Images for over 10 years.
She has been recipient of numerous international awards,
including: National Press Photographer’s Association
Photographer of the Year finalist, Pictures of the Year
International, and Pulitzer Prize finalist 2011.
www.paulaphoto.com.
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Cover photo © Paula Bronstein. KABUL, AFGHANISTAN - Mahboba, 7,
stands against a bullet-ridden wall waiting to be seen at a health clinic.
She suffers from a disfiguring skin disease called Leishmaniasis which is
a parasitical bacterial infection transmitted from tiny sand fleas, 1 March
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killing seven and wounding at least 90. The Taliban claimed
responsibility to bring more instability and fear to the voters before an
upcoming election, 15 August 2009.
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Letter from the Director

An introduction to the AHRCentre Annual Report that attempts to summarise the Centre’s activities is a difficult
challenge given the diverse range of our work. But perhaps that is precisely where the greatest strength of the
Centre lies: in its multi-disciplinary and innovative approach to human rights scholarship and initiatives across a
range of important contemporary issues.
This year, many of our research projects have achieved significant success in influencing law and policy.
Centre research project directors have organised a number of conferences attracting people from academia,
government and NGOs. We have published reports, books and articles and addressed workshops and seminars
around the world on preventative detention (Onati, Spain), people’s tribunals (Rome), migrant worker rights
(Indonesia), corporate responsibility (Berkeley), the rights of persons with disabilities (Geneva), the internet and
human rights (Beijing) and women’s rights to social security (India).
On the domestic front, we have brought together experts in law, criminology, public health, archaeology,
anthropology, sociology and geography to engage in research roundtables and partnerships on issues of
critical national importance, including discrimination on grounds of sexual orientation and gender identity,
violence against women, affected communities and access to health, and the integration of human rights
principles and practices in heritage protection.
Education is also an important part of how we fulfil our mandate. We initiated a “life-changing” (in the words
of a participating intern) student internship program in Johannesburg and continue to conduct our oversubscribed intensive course at Columbia University Law School and our highly competitive Model UN in China
programme with the generous support of the Australian Human Rights Commission and DFAT.
The pages that follow report some of the range of our work and our success. Huge appreciation to my Steering
Committee led by Prof Andrew Byrnes, Deputy Director, Justine Nolan, AHRCentre colleagues who innovate
and lead research projects and manage our key publications, the Australian Human Rights Journal and the
Human Rights Defender, Centre co-ordinator, Diane Macdonald, our student interns and Dean of UNSW Law,
Prof David Dixon and Faculty staff for generous support on all fronts.

Andrea Durbach
Director, AHRCentre
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Business and Human Rights
Project Director:
Justine Nolan

Accepting that human rights must be respected by
corporations, wherever in the world they operate
is one thing, making it happen is quite another.
The growth and interest in corporate responsibility
for human rights has in part stemmed from
recurring examples of corporate irresponsibility.
Over a decade ago, Nike’s swoosh was linked to
sweatshops and more recently, Apple has been
accused of manufacturing its products in factories
that had no time for respecting workers’ rights.
This project focuses on the intersection of human
rights and business, in particular, examining the
accountability of transnational corporations for
human rights violations and what mechanisms are
or should be in place to prevent the violations from
occurring in the first place. The project considers
the role of private regulatory mechanisms, such
as multistakeholder initiatives (MSIs), in improving
corporate compliance with human rights. These
combine hard and soft laws to establish relevant
standards that companies strive to achieve.
During the last year, Justine Nolan has been
undertaking research in America as a part-time
Visiting Scholar at NYU’s Centre for Business and
Human Rights. In September, she presented a paper
on the potential and limitations of the corporate
responsibility to respect at a conference at West
Virginia University on Business and Human Rights:
Moving Forward, Looking Back. The conference
examined the work of the UN Working Group on
Business and Human Rights over the last decade
and the impact of the Guiding Principles for
business and human rights. In late November,
she presented a paper at the American Society of
International Law’s Human Rights Interest Group
Workshop at the University of California Berkeley
Law School which canvassed the process of reregulation whereby state and non-state actors
are utilizing a combination of public and private
regulation to improve the framework for corporate
human rights compliance.
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Bassina Farbenblum (sitting third from right) and Sarah Paoletti (standing) at theSeminar on Migrant Workers’ Access to
Justice in Countries of Origin.

The Migrant and Refugee Rights Project undertakes
research and law reform initiatives to advance the
human rights of migrants and refugees in Asia and
Australia. Major initiatives include:
- The Access to Justice Project: Led by Bassina
Farbenblum, in collaboration with Prof. Sarah
Paoletti (University of Pennsylvania), Eleanor
Taylor-Nicholson (UNSW) and local research
partners in Indonesia and Nepal, this project
is a groundbreaking study of migrant workers’
access to justice with respect to their countries of
origin, funded through multiple grants from the
Open Society Foundations and Tifa Foundation
(Indonesia). The project concentrates on labour
migration from South and South East Asia to the
Middle East, with a particular focus on Indonesia
and Nepal.

Migrant and Refugee Rights
Project Directors: Bassina
Farbenblum and Jenni Whelan

The first comprehensive study, Migrant Workers’
Access to Justice at Home: Indonesia, was
launched in Jakarta in 2013. The report analyses
the mechanisms through which migrant workers
may access remedies in Indonesia and the systemic
barriers that prevent workers from receiving full
redress for harms that they suffer before, during and
after their work abroad. It concludes that private
Indonesian recruiters and insurers are rarely held
responsible for rights breaches and makes detailed
recommendations to improve migrant workers’
access to justice and private sector accountability in
Indonesia in 11 key areas
The report provides an evidence-based foundation
for advocacy and law reform within Indonesia and
globally and is a useful guide for civil society groups
in Indonesia to better understand and test existing
justice mechanisms to enforce migrant workers’
rights.

AHRCentre Annual Report 2013
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Published by the Open Society Foundations, the
report is available free of charge online in English
and Bahasa Indonesia at
www. opensocietyfoundations.org/publications
The report on Nepal is due to be launched in
Kathmandu in June 2014.
The completion of the Indonesia report was
marked with a seminar on Migrant Workers’
Access to Justice in Countries of Origin with
University of Pennsylvania academic and a coauthor, Professor Sarah Paoletti and Project Director
Bassina Farbenblum. Sarah and Bassina discussed
sources of domestic private and public law, as well
as international law that govern legal rights and
obligations of countries of origin and shared some
of their empirical findings in relation to workers’
access to justice at home. They also announced a
new partnership between the UNSW Human Rights
Clinic and the UPenn Transnational Legal Clinic
to undertake significant clinical projects that will
advance international law in tearea, building on the
migrant worker human rights cases and projects
that the UNSW Human Rights Clinic has already
undertaken in partnership with organisations in
Indonesia, Nepal and Malaysia.
Bassina Farbenblum with Professor Sarah Paoletti

The Migrant and Refugee Rights Project works
closely with UNSW’s Human Rights Clinic (see
later) where students gain practical experience in
multifaceted approaches to human rights litigation
and advocacy in both domestic and international
settings, in collaboration with regional partner
organisations.
- Project on Migrant Worker Recruitment in
Asia: This new project focuses on improving
accountability within the private labour migration
recruitment industry in Asia, and establishing
regional collaborations in policy-focused research in
the area.
We are delighted that Bassina Farbenblum has
been awarded a Senior Fellowship by the Open
Society Foundations in New York for 2014. The
Fellowship will allow Bassina to undertake work with
the Indonesian government and key civil society
groups to implement the recommendations from
the Migrant Workers’ Access to Justice Report.
The Fellowship will also enable Bassina to focus
on further scholarship related to the report, and to
develop new regional collaborations to advance
accountability and improved governance within the
privatised labour migration recruitment industry.
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Participants at the Preventive Detention workshop
in Oñati

Human Rights in International
Law
Project Directors: Andrew
Byrnes, Louise Chappell, Andrea
Durbach, Christopher Michaelsen
and Sarah Williams

Preventive Detention – a comparative
perspective
Specialists drawn from 15 different countries with
expertise on preventative detention across historical,
legal, criminological and psychiatric perspectives,
gathered for a 2 day workshop in July at the
International Institute for the Sociology of Law in Onati
in the Basque country. Organised by AHRCentre’s Dr
Chris Michaelsen, the workshop explored comparative
perspectives on the theory and practice of preventive
detention. The papers presented at the workshop will
be published in an edited collection by Hart.

Evaluating civil society participation
before international criminal tribunals:
the role of amicus curiae
International criminal tribunals are increasingly the
venue for advocacy by civil society organisations,
including through the use of the amicus curiae or
friend of the court: a bystander who, without having
interest an interest in the cause, acts as an impartial
adviser to the court. Directed by Associate Professor
Sarah Williams (in collaboration with and Dr Hannah
Woolaver, University of Cape Town, with research
assistance from Emma Palmer and Sam Hartridge),
the project will assess how civil society actors seek
to intervene in international criminal tribunals
through the use of the amicus curiae and the
influence of these interventions on legal outcomes,
the extent to which such interventions are consistent
with the right of the defence to a fair trial and
whether such interventions reflect the range of civil
society interests in international criminal justice, or
are limited to ‘Western’ perspectives.
The research undertaken for the project is
supported under Australian Research Council’s
Discovery Projects funding scheme (project number
DP140101347).
AHRCentre Annual Report 2013
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Related seminars – see Seminar Series for
more details
• International Law in the 21st century: a
lecture by Professor Harold Koh
• The Future of the Responsibility to
Protect
• Justice on the Margins: victim
participation and reparations in the
Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts
of Cambodia
• Reparations for victims of international
crimes: Professor Stephen Parmentier

Are international institutions doing
enough to achieve gender justice?

This project, led by Lousie Chappell, Andrea Durbach
and Sarah Williams, builds on outcomes from the
major international conference convened by the
AHRCentre in 2012, Justice for All? The International
Criminal Court - Ten Years in Review. In particular,
it considers the contribution by international
criminal institutions, via their respective reparations
mandates, to address sexual violence against
women post-conflict. By reference to research to
be undertaken in a number of different jurisdictions
which have attempted to address the endemic
problem of sexual violence in conflict, including
South Africa (TRC), Cambodia (ECCC), Rwanda (ICTR)
and the ICC, the project will examine reparations as
a tool to transform the conditions underlying the
violence and prevent its recurrence.
The research undertaken for the project is supported
by the Australian Research Council Discovery
Projects funding scheme (DP140102274).
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Participants at the Expert Seminar on Peoples’
Tribunals and International Law in Rome, September
2013

Peoples’ tribunals: political theatre or
meaningful intervention?
Since the 1960s there have been at least eighty
‘peoples’ tribunals’, ‘citizens’ tribunals’ or similar
commissions of inquiry established outside formal
State and international structures. These have
addressed alleged violations of international law,
human rights and moral and ethical standards in areas
ranging from the conduct of the Vietnam War, through
violence against women, to environmental degradation,
the impact of debt, and the rights of workers.
During the same period, civil society organisations have
been increasingly active within formal international
structures in participating in the development of new
international standards. Civil society actors have also
increasingly been granted access to procedures in
which judicial or quasi- judicial bodies (such as the
WTO dispute resolution bodies) declare and apply
international law standards, providing them with the
opportunity to influence the development of these
norms.

international law-making.
The extent to which peoples’ tribunals have provided
additional accountability mechanisms for the exercise
of power by states and international organisations
and other questions were addressed at an expert
seminar in September convened by the AHRCentre in
collaboration with the Lelio and Lisli Basso Foundation
in Rome, with academics and civil society activists from
10 countries.
The project is funded by an ARC Discovery Grant
DP110101594: ‘Whose law is it, anyway? Citizens’ and
peoples’ challenges to state dominance in the making
and application of international law’

The project, directed by Andrew Byrnes and Gabrielle
Simm, analyses the challenges posed by civilstate society to the historical state monopoly on
AHRCentre Annual Report 2013
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Professor David Dixon, Dean UNSW Law, opening the Heritage, Culture and Human Rights
Workshop and keynote speaker Professor Ben Boer (sitting).

Cultural Heritage and Human
Rights
Project Director: Lucas Lixinski

This project examines the intersections between
human rights and cultural heritage in international
law. It explores heritage as both an obstacle to
human rights and as a means of facilitating a human
right to cultural heritage. In so doing, it will attempt
to innovate and refine mechanisms for community
governance of cultural heritage via human rights
concepts.
The project aims to understand the means through
which human rights and cultural heritage
instruments in international law can be mutually
supportive of one another; and to use human rights
standards as a means to promote better heritage
governance. It also challenges state monopolies
over the interpretation and uses of heritage at the
international level.
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Workshop speakers and participants on Thursday, 26 September 2013 at UNSW Law Faculty, Kensington. Participants from academia,
civil society and government (state and federal), represented several different countries, including Australia, Brazil, China, Germany,
Indonesia, South Africa, and The Netherlands.

Heritage, Culture and Rights:
Challenging Discourses
The AHRCentre in association with the Australian
National Commission for UNESCO and the
Association of Critical Heritage Studies, held a
one day workshop on the intersections between
human rights, heritage and culture on 26 September
2013. The workshop, convened by Lucas Lixinski
and Andrea Durbach, brought together expert
scholars, policy advisers and practitioners to
examine the role of human rights in promoting
and safeguarding heritage. It critically explored the
connection between heritage, culture and rights
and investigated whether and how rights may
be a useful mechanism in securing recognition
and protection of cultural heritage. Speakers
included Emeritus Professor Ben Boer (USyd Law),
Professor Ana Vrdoljak (UTS Law), Dr Scott Hawken
(UNSW Built Environment), Dr Stefan Gruber
(USyd Law), Dave Johnston (Australian Indigenous
Archaeologists Association), Dr Josephine Gillespie
(USyd School of Geosciences), Dr Lucas Lixinski
(UNSW Law) and Laura Kraak (UWS Institute for
Culture and Society). The opening address was
delivered by UNSW Law Dean, Professor David
Dixon.

Intangible Cultural Heritage Law in
International Law, by Lucas Lixinski
On the eve of the workshop, participants were
treated to an ‘In Conversation’ between UNSW Law’s
Professor Kathy Bowrey, Professor Ana Vrdoljak and
author, Dr Lucas Lixinski at the launch of his book,
Intangible Cultural Heritage Law in International
Law.
This book explores the legal issues around
safeguarding intangible cultural heritage, relying on
critiques internal and external to the law, particularly
from the disciplines of anthropology and heritage
studies. The conversation covered the emergence
and reach of intangible cultural heritage as a
codeword for power, tradition, market, rights and
emancipation.
AHRCentre Annual Report 2013
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Disability and Human Rights
Project Directors: Andrew Byrnes and
Rosemary Kayess

This project focuses on issues of disability and
human rights including the UN Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CPRD), and its
international and domestic implementation.

Related seminars – see Seminar Series
for more details
‘Nothing about CPRD monitoring
without us’ – with Magdi Birtha, Centre for

Disability Law and Policy at National University
of Ireland, Galway.

14

AHRCentre Annual Report 2013

Equal recognition before the law
The AHRCentre submitted two submissions to
national and international key reform processes.
In partnership with People with Disability Australia
(PWDA) and the Australian Centre for Disability
Law (ACDL), the AHRCentre prepared a submission
to the Australian Law Reform Commission on
the Review of equal recognition before the law
and legal capacity for people with disability. The
review presented the opportunity to significantly
progress the implementation of Article 12 of the
CPRD into Australian law and practice. In addition,
the AHRCentre prepared a submission for t he UN
Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
on Article 12 Equal recognition before the law for
consideration by the Committee in its development
of a General Comment on Article 12.

Rosemary Kayess, seated third from the left, in Geneva.

UN Committee on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities

Australia failing to meet its obligations
to people with disabilities

The Shadow Report on the Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities, developed by
Disabled Persons, Advocacy and Human Rights
Organisations was launched in August 2012 and
subsequently sent to the UN Committee in Geneva.
It contains over 130 recommendations and was
developed over a three year period. The report can
be downloaded at www.disabilityrightsnow.org.
au

The UN Committee made a number of observations
and recommendations in response and concluded
that Australia was failing to meet its obligations
to people with disabilities - the first time the UN
has assessed whether Australia is meeting its
international requirements under the Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
Rosemary Kayess commented on PM (ABC radio) in
October 2013:

Australia ratified the Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities in 2008.   In 2013, the UN
Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
began dialogue with Australia in regard to its
compliance with the obligations of the Convention
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The
Committee developed a list of issues emerging from
Australia’s baseline report.
The AHRCentre’s Disability and Human Rights
project director, Rosemary Kayess, with Therese
Sands from People with Disability Australia, were
chosen to head a delegation at the April and
September 2013 sessions of the Committee,
providing it with information on the situation of
people living with a disability in Australia.

“I think it gives the Australian Government
something really strong to work with in
identifying areas of reform, and working within
reform processes that have already started.
They provide guidance to the Government in
the reform process, but they also become a
mechanism for local disability organisations and
advocacy organisations to work with the
Government for change and to ensure that
there’s reform occurring in these areas.”

AHRCentre Annual Report 2013
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Health Rights

The right to sexual orientation and
gender identity in Africa

Project Director: Jed Horner

Discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation
and gender identity (SOGI) is pervasive across
many parts of the world. In certain countries, this
discrimination is formally institutionalised by state
legislation criminalizing homosexuality, often
accompanied by acts of violence. Addressing this
burden of discrimination – which manifests in denial
of freedom of association and expression and of the
right to health care - has been identified as a key
issue for Commonwealth National Human Rights
Institutions (CNHRIs), particularly through public
education and awareness raising; yet there are
presently marked gaps in their capacity to do so.

Putting health and sexual orientation on
the human rights agenda
There is compelling international and local evidence
that sexual minorities, including LGBTI (lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex) people,
are subject to high levels of discrimination and
experience poorer outcomes across a range of
key health and wellbeing indicators, comprising
pervasive inequities in health for these groups.
However, in the policy arena, sexual orientation is
rarely considered a social determinant of health,
alongside existing axes of difference such as ‘race’,
nativity status, socio-economic status and gender.
With the release of the WHO Commission on the
Social Determinants of Health report, ‘Closing the
Gap in a Generation’ in 2008, there was no mention
of sexual orientation, or the experiences of gay,
lesbian, bisexual, transgender or intersex people.
In the Australian context too, there has been a
marked reticence to refer to sexual orientation as a
social determinant of health in both the academic
literature and in the policy arena. This represents
an act of omission that comes at the cost of LGBTI
peoples’ health and wellbeing.
Drawing on developments in international human
rights jurisprudence concerning the right to health,
and informed by empirical research, this project
sharpens the focus on sexual orientation as a
social determinant of health, to inform policymaking, research, as well as service provision in the
Australian context.
16
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The Australian Human Rights Commission (in
partnership with the Commonwealth Forum of
National Human Rights Institutions) and the
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade has
commissioned the AHRCentre to address these gaps
through the creation of an educational resource on
SOGI issues for use by Commonwealth NHRIs.
The major outcome from this research project,
led by Andrea Durbach and Jed Horner, with
Sarah Dobinson, Diane Macdonald and Andrew
Small, will be a ‘multi-media’ package for use in
different contexts. Its primary aim will be to tackle
discrimination against LGBTI persons in its various
forms and promote an equality of rights for affected
individuals and communities. The resource is due to
be launched in September 2014.

Related seminars – see Seminar Series for
more details
•

Access to health and social care for
members of affected communities: Rights
and realities

Participants at the international workshop in Oñati, Spain in June 2013

Gender rights and poverty
Project Director: Beth Goldblatt

Guaranteeing women’s rights to social
security

International workshop on Women’s
Social Security Rights

The austerity measures following the global
financial crisis are leading to violations of social
security rights in many nations and women, already
facing greater poverty, have been worst hit by these
cuts. The AHRCentre’s project on Gender and the
Right to Social Security, led by Beth Goldblatt, aims
to develop new interpretations of the social security
right that are sensitive to gender and applicable
across contexts.

Beth Goldblatt, together with Lucie Lamarche
(University of Ottawa), convened a workshop in June
on Interpreting and Advancing Women’s Rights to
Social Security and Social Protection. The workshop,
held at the International Institute for the Sociology
of Law in Oñati, Spain, brought together participants
from Chile, Spain, Canada, UK, China, USA, Australia
and Ireland. Workshop papers explored the
challenges of austerity cuts to welfare for women
in developed countries. They also considered the
growing provision of social protection in developing
countries and the extent to which these take
account of women’s rights and interests. These will
be published as an edited collection by Hart in 2014,
co-edited by Beth Goldblatt and Lucie Lamrache.

In May 2013, Beth Goldblatt participated in the
Women’s Social Security and Protection in
India conference which brought together social
activists, academics, bureaucrats, trade unions,
NGOs, INGOS and political leaders from over 16
states. The participants shared their rich experience
and knowledge on various aspects of social
security issues in India. By first conceptualising
and problematising the issue, the conference
participants could begin to collaborate and discuss
recommendations to effectively shape social security
as a universal right for all in India. The Conference
was a first step in efforts to ensure that the women’s
voices are heard and that their realities are taken
into account when addressing the challenges in
matters of social security and protection in India.

AHRCentre Annual Report 2013
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New Media and Human Rights
Project Director: Daniel Joyce

This project investigates the connections between
international law, human rights and media law. A
particular focus of this project is the connection
between digital and social media and the human
rights methodology of witnessing.
Related aspects of the project’s work include the
impact and relevance of digital media for evidence
and fact-finding; the utility of digital media for
protest and activism; developing concerns around
privacy in the internet era; internet freedom; cyber
security and hate speech; and the ethical challenges
for legal practitioners in their use of new media and
digital technologies.

18
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China, New Media, the Internet and
Human Rights
From 12-13 September 2013, project director Daniel
Joyce attended the Sixth Beijing Forum on Human
Rights with a wide range of international and local
participants. His paper examined the transformative
potential of the Internet and social media in terms
of human rights protection and awareness. His
presentation in Beijing focused on the case study of
Kony 2012 to illustrate the potential of new media
to enhance human rights activism, participation and
advocacy. The paper also addressed criticisms of
such online campaigns in terms of their ability to
maintain our attention and to develop the deeper
forms of connection necessary for meaningful
action.

Daniel Joyce and Lyndon Goddard

Informing the debate about human
rights, one tweet at a time
On 24 October 2014, Daniel Joyce and Generation
Y representative, Lyndon Goddard debated the
question of whether social media undermines
informed discussion about human rights issues.
These new forms of media- such as Facebook,
Twitter and YouTube - are particularly popular
with Gen Y, and as the world’s future leaders, it is
they who ought to be especially knowledgeable
about and engaged in some of the most important
matters facing the globe. It has been suggested,
however, that the manner in which information is
conveyed by social media is superficial and stylized
to grab attention, with the effect that the consumer
is unable to form a nuanced opinion or, worse, is
at risk of developing an erroneous one. The debate
drew a very diverse crowd and Lyndon Goddard
persuaded them that if anything, social media
enhances informed discussion – and action – about
human rights concerns.

Debate attendees cast their ballots.
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Professor Andrea Durbach addressing a session of the Human Rights Tertiary Teachers’ Workshop.

Workshops
and Seminar
Programme
The AHRCentre develops human rights educational
initiatives by hosting workshops, seminars and
conferences which provide a forum for domestic
and international scholarship and debate on
contemporary human rights issues.

20
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Human Rights Tertiary Teachers’
Workshop
In February 2013, the AHRCentre hosted the third
annual Human Rights Tertiary Teachers’ Workshop
at UNSW Law School. The workshop brings together
academics and human rights practitioners (in
government and NGOs) from around Australia
to share ideas about the content and practice of
teaching human rights and learning in the field.
Close to 100 people from across Australia heard
a range of perspectives from teachers of human
rights on topics from using controversial histories
of human rights as a tool of rights analysis to
equipping future human rights practitioners
by examining government agents’ responses
to violations. New techniques and resources
were also explored with presentations on
teaching human rights in an online context and
in situ via a clinic in South Africa. Representatives
from the Commonwealth Attorney-General’s
Department considered the legislative human
rights compatibility process as a means of creating
human rights awareness in the public sector and
the development of a proposed government policy
on domestic violence provided an illustration for
teaching medical students about human rights and
health.

If women were regarded as human,
would they be sold into sexual slavery
worldwide; veiled, silenced, and
imprisoned in homes; bred, and worked
as menials for little or no pay; stoned for
sex outside marriage or burned within
it; mutilated genitally, impoverished
economically, and mired in illiteracy?
Excerpt from Are Women Human?
by American feminist scholar and lawyer, Catherine Mackinnon.

International Women’s Day Model UN
and Q&A session
On 8 March 2013, the AHRCentre joined forces with
the UNSW United Nations Society to host a mini
Model United Nations followed by a Q&A session to
mark International Women’s Day and to celebrate
women and their achievements. Students debated
and discussed issues related to violence against
women in line with this year’s United Nations theme
of ‘A Promise is a Promise: Time for Action to
End Violence Against Women’. Panellists included
Dr Julie Stubbs from the UNSW Law, Dr. Laura
Shepherd from the UNSW Faculty of Social Sciences
and Karen Willis from the NSW Rape Crisis Centre.

Students at a AHRCentre seminar.
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2013 Seminar Series

The AHRCentre conducts an extensive annual seminar program featuring academics and
practitioners from around the world. The seminars cover a broad range of human rights issues, and
many are specifically linked to our research projects.

The Future of the Responsibility to Protect
19 Feb 2013 - Two opposing views on the
Responsibility to Protect (R2P) were presented
in this program: Communicative Action and the
Responsibility to Protect: the case of Libya with
Professor Tim Dunne and Associate Professor Kath
Gelber (UQ) and Outdated and Useless: R2P after
Libya and Syria with Associate Professor Christopher
Michaelsen (AHRCentre).

‘Nothing about CPRD monitoring without us’
9 March 2013 - Magdi Birtha, Marie Curie Research
Fellow and PhD candidate at the Centre for
Disability Law and Policy at National University
of Ireland, Galway, presented her research on
the disability movement in Zambia and ensuring
compliance with the Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities.

on the rule of law and constitutionalism and met
with Visiting Professors, judges and constitutional
law academics over afternoon tea to discuss bills
or rights, the value (and limitations) of law, and the
vulnerability of rights when they impede power.
We are grateful to the Human Rights Law Centre
in Melbourne for hosting Justice Cameron’s visit
to Australia and for their support of his AHRCentre
events.

Justice on the Margins
7 June 2013 - The seminar, presented by Christoph
Sperfeldt, Regional Program Coordinator at the
Asian International Justice Initiative, and Associate
Professor Sarah Williams (AHRCentre), examined
victim participation and reparations in the
Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia.

Sex in Peace Operations: in conversation
Realising the Human Right to Social Security: an
Australian Story Unfolding
29 April 2013 - Jointly hosted by the AHRCentre
and the Australian Council of Social Service, the
seminar considered the application of human rights
to changes to income entitlements for sole parents,
people with disabilities and people on bridging
visas. Speakers included Beth Goldblatt (AHRCentre),
Dr. Cassandra Goldie, CEO of the Australian Council
of Social Service, and Gerard Thomas, Media and
Policy Officer at the Welfare Rights Centre.

Constitutionalism and the Rule of Law in South
Africa
6 May 2013 - Leading South African human
rights activist, academic and Constitutional Court
judge, Edwin Cameron, spent a day at UNSW Law
presenting a lunchtime talk to students and Faculty
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11 June 2013 - Co-hosted by the AHRCentre and the
Centre for Gender Related Violence Studies Network
(CGRVS), Professor Louise Chappell (AHRCentre) and
Dr Gabrielle Simm (AHRCentre) discussed Gabrielle’s
new book, Sex in Peace Operations (CUP). The
book offers a critical re-evaluation of sex between
international personnel (military peacekeepers,
private military contractors and humanitarian NGO
workers) and local people, and examines the zero
tolerance policy on sexual exploitation and abuse
and its international legal framework.

International Law in the 21

st

century

11 July 2013 - The AHRCentre and UNSW Law
presented a lecture by Professor Harold Koh,
Sterling Professor of International Law at Yale
Law School and former Legal Adviser to the US
Department of State. Professor Koh discussed
21st century international lawmaking as a process

Students at a AHRCentre seminar.

of building relationships to foster normative
principles in new issue areas, creating ‘soft law’ and
‘regime-building’, as opposed to traditional ‘static’
lawmaking.

Turning our backs: responding to ‘the boats’
5 September 2013 – The UNSW UN Society and
the Australian Human Rights Centre co-hosted
a seminar on Australia’s response to the global
refugee crisis. With neither major political party
offering an acceptable policy for processing asylum
seekers, the event offered a chance for students,
staff and guests to discuss the situation and possible
options in response. Speaking to a packed audience
were Elaine Pearson, Australia Director, Human
Rights Watch; Gregory Lake, former Immigration
Department official and operations manager, Nauru
Detention Centre; and Gordon Weiss, former UN
spokesperson on Sri Lanka, author of The Cage
and founding advisor of the International Crimes
Evidence Project investigating war crimes. The event
was moderated by UN Society’s Emma Watt with
concluding observations by AHRCentre Director,
Andrea Durbach.

Reparations for victims of international crimes
22 October 2013 - Professor of Law at the Catholic
University of Leuven and internationally recognized
transitional justice expert, Stephan Parmentier
discussed the legal and criminological aspects of
the right to reparations for victims of international
crimes and the difficult task of implementing justice
and reparations in post-conflict societies.

Unpacking the Shorthand of Humanity with the
Help of Hannah Arendt: On Minding the Gap
Between Man and Citizen
31 October 2013 - Co-hosted by the AHRCentre
and the Network for Interdisciplinary Studies of
Law, Mark Antaki, Associate Professor at McGill
University’s Faculty of Law, considered Hannah
Arendt’s reflections on crimes against humanity in
her works, including On Revolution, The Origins of
Totalitarianism, and Eichmann in Jerusalem.

Access to health and social care for members of
affected communities: Rights and realities
4 December 2013 – The right to health is enshrined
in international law and state parties have a positive
duty to ensure its progressive realisation. In spite of
this obligation, and the burgeoning interest in the
notion of health equity, members of national and
sexual minorities, including migrants and lesbian,
gay, bisexual, trans* and intersex (LGBTI) people, as
well as other stigmatised groups such as injecting
drug users, continue to experience persistent
disparities in health and wellbeing, as well as
inequities in access to health and social care.
The seminar, featuring Jed Horner (AHRCentre and
PhD candidate, UNSW School of Public Health and
Community Medicine), Dr. John Rule (Research
Associate, UNSW SPHCM); and Kenneth Yates,
PhD candidate, National Centre for HIV Social
Research) explored case-studies on three distinct
research projects - tuberculosis amongst migrants in
Sydney, needle and syringe programs for injecting
drug users in Western Sydney and HIV prevention
amongst gay and bisexual men.
AHRCentre Annual Report 2013
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Student Internships, Clinics and
External Programs
In addition to developing and teaching a number of human rights courses at the undergraduate and postgraduate level, the AHRCentre offers several student internship opportunities, clinics and programmes each
year. These include:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

AHRCentre student internship
Australian Journal of Human Rights student editor internship
Human Rights Defender student editor internship
Programme on Women’s Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (PWESCR) self-organised
internship on women’s rights in Delhi
Postgraduate Human Rights externship program
UNSW Human Rights Clinic
Human Rights in Practice (Summer School), Columbia Law School, New York
South African Human Rights Clinic
Model United Nations, China: AHRCentre student delegation
Optional Protocol to CEDAW website
Human Rights Graduate Fellowship Programme, NSW Legal Aid Commission

Fusing academics and real-world impact
Josh Wood, Human Rights Defender
Student Editor

The AHRCentre gave me
hands-on legal experience in
human rights and introduced
me to others who share similar
passions.
- Josh Wood, student intern
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I was the Student Editor of the Human Rights
Defender, a unique magazine that fuses legal
discussion with domestic and international social
justice issues. During the internship I had a hand
in shaping the special edition concerning Violence
Against Women, editing contributions from experts
across the industry and co-writing the issue’s
Editorial.
It was a privilege to take part in this magazine,
especially as it celebrated its 20th year of
publication. I would definitely recommend an
Australian Human Rights Centre internship for
students looking to take their first steps in law and
social justice.

As someone who is passionate about
human rights law, the course opened
my eyes to a whole host of career
opportunities and confirmed my
interest in rights-based advocacy.
- Lucy Geddes, participant in the Human Rights
Summer School, Columbia University

UNSW Human Rights Clinic

Students from the Human Rights in Practice summer school
course 2013.

Human Rights in Practice
The Human Rights in Practice summer school
course, held at Columbia Law School’s Human
Rights Institute every July, provides a unique
opportunity to learn first-hand how lawyers use
human rights standards to protect vulnerable
people within different legal systems. The two-week
intensive summer school examines the operation
of human rights law in practice in international,
regional and domestic U.S. and Australian contexts.
The course allows students to engage directly with
some of the world’s leading human rights lawyers.

The UNSW Human Rights Clinic is an experiential
learning program in which students gain practical
human rights lawyering experience in domestic
and international settings, while critically reflecting
on the role of law and lawyers in advancing
human rights at home and in our region. Students
attend the clinic one or two days per week and
undertake casework and projects that focus
primarily on advancing the human rights of noncitizens, including migrant workers and refugees in
Asia and Australia. Past casework and projects
include representing an Indonesian fisherman in
an Individual Communication to the UN Human
Rights Committee and creating a model regional
framework for the guardianship of unaccompanied
minor asylum seekers.

I realised with a small thrill that what I had
been doing with a teammate was actually
going to matter, and was going to help
make a difference in challenging what I
consider a serious human rights violation
in Australia.
- Michael Brull, UNSW Human Rights
Clinic student
AHRCentre Annual Report 2013

25

The 2013 AHRCentre student delegation - Nesha Bala, Harj Narulla, Ashna Taneja and Ben Cheung.

Model United Nations, China:
AHRCentre student delegation
During the last eight years, at the invitation
of the Australian Human Rights Commission,
the AHRCentre and the Faculty of Law have
participated in the student Model UN meeting in
China. The initiative is a joint venture of the United
Nations Association of China and the Australian
Human Rights Commission, and forms a part
of the Australia-China Human Rights Technical
Cooperation Program. Students have participated
in Model UN meetings at universities in Chengdu,
Harbin, Xiamen and Beijing, debating subjects such
as the International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights - ideals versus reality; progress
made and challenges faced by the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; the right to
education; poverty and human rights; human rights
and the environment; the rights of minorities; the
Responsibility to Protect.
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Each year a delegation of UNSW Law students
is selected through the Australian Human
Rights Centre to undertake research, prepare
submissions and present arguments at a Model
United Nations meeting at a major university in
China. The 2013 AHRCentre student delegation Nesha Bala, Ben Cheung, Harj Narulla and Ashna
Taneja - representing Cuba and assisted by their
Faculty Adviser, Professor Jill Hunter, joined over
460 university students from all corners of China
to debate challenging issues associated with the
Elimination and Prevention of All Forms of Violence
against Women and Girls.
Our thanks to the Australian Human Rights
Commission and DFAT for their sponsorship of
the AHRCentre/UNSW Law delegation with special
thanks to the Commission’s Ms Natasha de Silva,
Deputy Director, International Programs for her care
in hosting the UNSW delegation.

Experiencing the perseverance and dignity
of those who have been treated so poorly,
and working with people who endlessly
endeavour to change things for the better
has motivated me to follow a challenging
but really worthwhile career.
- Verity Smith, student intern
South African Human Rights Clinic

Legal Aid NSW Human Rights
Fellowship Program

Students at the South African High Court.

South African Human Rights Clinic

The Human Rights Fellowship Program offers UNSW
graduating law students a 6 month fellowship
within the Human Rights Unit of the NSW Legal Aid
Commission where they gain exposure to human
rights laws in practice while fulfilling their Practical
Legal Training requirements. The Fellowship Program,
established by Legal Aid NSW in partnership with the
AHRCentre and UNSW Law, provides an excellent
opportunity for students to gain real life experience in
human rights advocacy, assisting with the preparation
of cases, research, law reform, training and community
legal education.

The South African Human Rights Clinic was
launched in January 2013. The first of its kind in
Australia, this five-week elective course offers
students the opportunity to intern with leading
public interest and human rights law organisations
in Johannesburg over summer. The course provides
students with invaluable learning opportunities in
addition to practical and international experience,
which will equip students for public interest or other
legal careers in Australia and internationally.
AHRCentre Annual Report 2013
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OpCEDAW members: clockwise from centre: Sarah Dobinson,
Andrew Byrnes, Simone Cusack, Antonia Ross, Teneisha Bhalla,
Monique Dam, Emma Watt, Josh Wood and Andrea Durbach.

Optional Protocol to CEDAW website
The AHRCentre partnered with Simone Cusack,
Human Rights Consultant and Founding Editor
of the Optional Protocol to CEDAW website, to
establish its first student-driven research project.
The Optional Protocol to CEDAW website is the
leading source of information about the Optional
Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women. The
website brings together jurisprudence, scholarship
and other resources to assist individuals to use the
Optional Protocol’s communication and inquiry
procedures to advance the human rights of women.
It also features guest posts by some of the leading
and emerging thinkers on women’s rights.
The AHRCentre’s inaugural project student interns
– Teneisha Bhalla, Monique Dam, Sarah Dobinson,
Antonia Ross, Emma Watt and Joshua Wood –
undertook research and summarised jurisprudence
decided under the Optional Protocol. Their work
was disseminated through the Optional Protocol
to CEDAW website and accessed by academics,
lawyers, advocates, individuals and members of the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women.
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Work on the cutting edge of human
rights
Monique Dam, AHRCentre Intern,
Semester 1 2013
As an intern at the AHRCentre I strengthened my
research, written and oral communication skills
whilst critically engaging with contemporary human
rights issues under the guidance of the
AHRCentre Director, Andrea Durbach. I conducted
interdisciplinary research on World Courts of
Women as an alternative justice mechanism for Dr
Gabrielle Simm as part of the ‘Peoples’ tribunals
and international law’ project. I had the opportunity
to submit an article to the Human Rights Defender
magazine and as it was a special edition focused
on ‘Australia’s role on the UN Security Council’,
I wrote a piece on the limitations of UN Security
Council Resolution 1325 as an advocacy tool for
women’s rights. The AHRCentre hosts numerous
events throughout the year and I had the privilege
to hear from Justice Edwin Cameron of the South
African Constitutional Court who is a human rights
champion and an incredibly inspiring and eloquent
speaker.
Now, more than ever, I am convinced of the value of
approaching human rights from an interdisciplinary
perspective and the importance of advocating for
justice which responds to the needs of the survivor.

AHRCentre Publications

Australian Journal of Human Rights
Human Rights Defender

Australian Journal of Human Rights
The Australian Journal of Human Rights is Australia’s
first peer-reviewed journal devoted exclusively to
human rights development in Australia, the AsiaPacific region and internationally. The journal
aims to raise awareness of human rights issues in
Australia and the Asia-Pacific region by providing a
forum for scholarship and discussion.

Volume 19 (1) August 2013
Special Issue
Human rights in context:
Culture, power and personhood
Volume 19 (2) November 2013
General edition

The AJHR examines legal aspects of human rights,
along with associated philosophical, historical,
economic and political considerations, across a
range of issues. These have included aboriginal
ownership of land, racial discrimination and
vilification, human rights in the criminal justice
system, children’s rights, homelessness, immigration,
asylum and detention, corporate accountability,
disability standards and free speech.

Volume 19 (3) December 2013
Special Issue
Human mobility and human
rights: The intersections

The journal is published bi-annually by the
AHRCentre and printed by Lexis Nexis.

Managing Editors 2013

Patrons

•
•

•

Editorial Board 2013

•

•

The Hon Elizabeth Evatt AC - Commissioner,
International Commission of Jurists
Professor Philip Alston - John Norton Pomeroy
Professor of Law and co-Chair of the Center for
Human Rights and Global Justice, at New York
University School of Law,
Father Frank Brennan SJ AO - Professor of
Law, Institute of Legal Studies at the Australian
Catholic University, and Professor of Human
Rights and Social Justice at the University of
Notre Dame Australia.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Christine Forster
Claudia Tazreiter

Andrew Byrnes
Andrea Durbach
Steven Freeland
Richard Hugman
Fleur Johns
Alan Morris

Student Editors 2013

•
•
•

Sophie Duxson
Ann Emmanuel
Tina Chen
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Celebrating
twenty years of
Human Rights
Defender

Human Rights Defender
The Human Rights Defender is a human rights
magazine published by the AHRCentre featuring
articles, commentary, art and photographs across a
broad range of contemporary human rights issues.
It provides a forum for the expression of critical
thinking and discussion of conceptual developments
in human rights. The magazine has wide appeal
across a range of subscribers, from high school and
university students, to legal practitioners, NGOs,
government advisers and members of the media.
The Human Rights Defender is published three
times a year and is printed for distribution and
available via HeinOnline and InformIT.
Managing Editors:
Janice Gray
Duncan McDuie-Ra
Justine Nolan
Sarah Williams
Consultant Editor:
Andrea Durbach
Student Editors 2013:
Arwin Soetanto
Jolene Ong
Gyo Suzuki
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Just over twenty years ago, the international
community met in Vienna at the World Conference
on Human Rights to discuss the global promotion
and protection of human rights. It was the first
major human rights conference held since the
end of the Cold War and resulted in the Vienna
Declaration and Programme of Action which stated
that the ‘promotion and protection of human
rights is a matter of priority for the international
community’ and that the realization of human rights
must be ‘the first responsibility of governments.’
Progress on the protection and promotion of human
rights has waxed and waned since that time. One
can perhaps point to as many, if not more, negative
developments in the world of international human
rights than there are positive stories of progress.
This 20th Anniversary issue of the Human Rights
Defender marks some of these stories. In this issue,
we highlight how six key human rights issues have
progressed over the past two decades. As such,
this issue will feature extracts of past articles paired
with follow-up commentaries presenting a ‘then
and now’ perspective on developments relating
to: same-sex laws, human rights acts in Australia,
violence against women, refugees, indigenous rights
and anti-terrorism laws.
Excerpt from the Editorial by Justine Nolan and
Jolene Ong, (Vol 22 (1) May 2013)

In 2012, Australia had what Foreign Minister,
Senator Bob Carr, called a ‘big, juicy, decisive win’
when it was elected in the first round to hold one of
the 10 non-permanent member seats on the United
Nations Security Council (UNSC) - the Security
Council commonly regarded as the most significant
governing body of the United Nations (UN).
Although this will be Australia’s fifth term on the
Council since becoming a founding member of the
UN in 1945, it has been 27 years since Australia held
a seat and consequently expectations are high.
Australia’s most recent tenure commenced in 2013
and will run for two years. Sitting with Argentina,
Rwanda, Luxembourg and South Korea many eyes
will be on Australia to see if it is able to provide
the leadership that its supporters (particularly the
African nations and countries in the Pacific and
the Caribbean) are anticipating... (on) regional
security issues such as those in East Timor; the 1267
sanctions regime; gender-based violence and peace
building security.
Excerpt from the Editorial by Janice Gray and Jolene
Ong, (Vol 22 (2) July 2013)

Throughout Africa human rights issues are a
ubiquitous concern. Legacies of colonisation,
anti-colonial struggles, Cold War geopolitics, and
struggles for liberation and new state-formation
have created complex local contexts in which
human rights are defended, compromised, and
remain central to the aspirations of millions.
Locations of ongoing armed conflict garner much
global attention, and rightly so considering the
widespread and systematic violations of human
rights experienced by civilians, combatants (many
of whom are coerced), internally displaced persons,
refugees, and the challenges of institution building
in post-conflict environments. Prosecutions at
the International Criminal Court and major donor
efforts to rebuild societies have an inherent focus
on the provision and safeguarding of human rights,
whether in Sierra Leone, Liberia or Uganda. As
Reyntjens reminds us in the case of Rwanda, the
desire for stability in post-conflict states can mean
that external actors are complicit in the steady
erosion of human rights and suppression of civil
society of the post-conflict regime.

Excerpt from the Editorial by Duncan McDuie-Ra
and Gyo Suzuki, (Vol 22 (3) November 2013)
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Statement
of financial
performance 2013
						
AHRCentre Statement of Financial Performance						
Year ended 31 December 2013				

2013
in AUD $

2012
in AUD $

2011
in AUD $

4,742
43,817

87,543
91,770
25,696
3,118
1,157

14,106
76,181

67,4841
120,103

40,860
250,143

10,000
100,287

60,000
43,817
9,2591
75
113,151

91,770
90,724
66,560
249,054

225
76,181
11,911
25,710
114,027

6,952

1,089

-13,740

Surplus (Deficit) Bfwd from Prior Year

-3,281

-4,325

9,369

Accumulated Funds Surplus (Deficit)

3,671

-3,281

-4,326

Income
External - Funds Fund raising
Research Grants
External - Conference Fees
External - Royalties
External - Recoveries 		
Publishing and Printing
UNSW Contribution
Total Income
Expenses
Payroll
Research
Materials
Travel
Total Expenses

Operating Result

1,665
2,396

(1) Includes settlement of outstanding ICC conference funding. + $60 K towards Salary Support of Administration Officer
(2) Additionally, the AHRCentre is supported by the provision of office space, IT and
communication infrastructure as well as administrative (Professional & Technical)
support from the Faculty.
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AHRCentre Staff
Andrew Byrnes is the Chair of the
Steering Committee for the Australian
Human Rights Centre and he joined
the UNSW Law Faculty as Professor
of International Law in May 2005.
Previously, he was Professor of Law at
the Australian National University (20012005) and prior to that was Associate
Professor of Law at the Faculty of
Law, University of Hong Kong. Since
November 2012 he has served as
external legal adviser to the Australian
Parliamentary Joint Committee on
Human Rights.

Andrea Durbach is the Director of the
Australian Human Rights Centre and
Professor of Law at UNSW. Andrea
was the Deputy Sex Discrimination
Officer for the Australian Human Rights
Commission from 2011-2012. Born and
educated in South Africa, she practised
as a political trial lawyer and human
rights advocate, representing victims
and opponents of apartheid laws.

Justine Nolan is the Deputy Director
of the Australian Human Rights Centre,
the Director of Human Rights and Social
Justice Programs, and the Master of
Human Rights Law and Policy in the
Faculty of Law. She is a Senior Lecturer
in the Faculty of Law at UNSW Australia.

Bassina Farbenblum joined UNSW as
a Senior Lecturer in 2009 after a decade
as a human rights litigator and clinical
legal educator in New York, Mumbai,
and Sydney. Bassina established and
currently directs UNSW’s Human Rights
Clinic, in which students gain practical
lawyering experience in human rights
advocacy, law reform and litigation in
domestic, regional and international
settings.

Beth Goldblatt is a Visiting Fellow of
the Australian Human Rights Centre in
the Faculty of Law at UNSW where she
is a Director of the Gender and Social
Security Rights Project and co-director
of the Gender Rights and Development
Project. Beth is an Honorary Senior
Fellow of the Faculty of Law at the
University of the Witwatersrand in
Johannesburg, South Africa.

Christine Forster is a managing coeditor of the Australian Journal of
Human Rights and her educational
background includes the following:
LLB Otago, BA Massey, MA Carleton,
PhD in Law (University of Sydney), Post
Graduate Diploma in Legislative Drafting
(University of South Pacific).

Christopher Michaelsen is an Associate
Professor in the Faculty of Law. He
teaches and specialises in public
international law, human rights and
international security. Prior to joining
UNSW, he served as a Human Rights
Officer (Anti-Terrorism) at the Office
for Democratic Institutions and Human
Rights (ODIHR) of the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE) in Warsaw, Poland.

Daniel Joyce is a Lecturer in the Faculty
of Law and is the project director for
the new media and human rights
project. Daniel had previously worked
as a solicitor for the DPP in NSW and
volunteered for human rights and
transitional justice NGOs. He pursued
graduate studies at the University of
Cambridge where he was the Whewell
Scholar in international law and a Senior
Rouse Ball Student at Trinity College.
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Diane Macdonald is the Centre Coordinator for the AHRCentre, and is the
first point of contact for all enquiries
regarding the Centre. With years of
experience in publishing and financial
management, Diane manages the
Centre’s events and seminars, and
designs the Centre’s publications and
website.

Janice Gray is a managing co-editor
of the Human Rights Defender and a
Senior Lecturer at the Faculty of Law
at the University of NSW. Her interests
include Property, Equity, Native Title and
Water Law. Janice was a solicitor in the
corporate section of one of the large,
commercial, Sydney law firms. She still
retains a current practising certificate
and has served on the Property Law
Committee of the NSW Law Society.

Jed Horner is Policy & Project Officer
at the NSW Gay & Lesbian Rights Lobby
and a PhD candidate at UNSW Australia.
Previously, he worked as an external
advisor to the New Zealand Human
Rights Commission (Children’s Human
Rights Sector Advisory Group for the
first National Action Plan for Human
Rights).

Jenni Whelan is a Senior Lecturer in the
UNSW Faculty of Law. Jenni is a human
rights and anti-discrimination lawyer
and an accredited mediator. She has
practiced and lectured in discrimination
and human rights law for over 15 years.
Jenni has previously been appointed
an expert on the Rights of the Child by
the Australian Defence Force (Cadets)
and has done International capacity
building work including liaising with
the Commission on Gender Equality,
Johannesburg, in relation to running
public interest litigation.
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Louise Chappell is an Australian
Research Council Future Fellow. Louise’s
research interests are in the areas of
women’s rights, gender, politics and
institutions and comparative federalism
and public policy. Louise’s current
research projects focus on gender justice
at the International Criminal Court and
federalism and women’s policy making
in comparative perspective.

Lucas Lixinski directs the project on
cultural heritage and human rights. He is
a Lecturer at the Faculty of Law, UNSW
Australia. Prior to joining UNSW, he was
a Postgraduate Fellow at the Bernard
and Audre Rapoport Center for Human
Rights and Justice, University of Texas at
Austin School of Law.

Rosemary Kayess is a Visiting Fellow
at UNSW Law and co-directs the
disability and human rights project with
Andrew Byrnes. Rosemary’s educational
background includes: Bachelor of Laws,
UNSW, Bachelor of Social Science
(Honours), UNSW, Associate Dip.
Community Organisations, UTS. Her
areas of expertise are: International
law, Human rights law (disability), and
Discrimination law.

Sarah Williams is a managing co-editor
of the Human Rights Defender and an
Associate Professor at the University
of New South Wales. Sarah was the
Dorset Fellow in Public International Law
at the British Institute of International
and Comparative Law, a Senior Legal
Researcher at the UK Foreign and
Commonwealth Office and a Lecturer
at Durham Law School, University of
Durham. Sarah has acted as a consultant
to the European Commission, the British
Red Cross, the International Federation
of the Red Cross and the British Institute
of International and Comparative Law.

AHRCentre Fellows and Associates
Brian Burdekin - Visiting Professor, Raoul
Wallenburg Institute, Sweden
Anna Cody - AHRCentre Associate, Director,
Kingsford Legal Centre
Elizabeth Evatt AO - Visiting Professor
Mac Darrow - Visiting Fellow; Coordinator,
Millennium Development Goals Unit, Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights, Geneva
Greg Heesom - Visiting Fellow; Legal Counsel, Asia
Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Institutions
(APF)

PhD students
Beth Goldblatt
Lou Schetzer
Bhatara Ibnu Reza
Amrita Kapur
Dora Anthony
Doron Goldbarscht

Back cover photo © Paula Bronstein. AFGHANISTAN - A mother and
her two children look out from their cave dwelling. Many families
took refuge inside caves that are adjacent to the destroyed ancient
Buddha statues in Bamiyan as they fled the Taliban. They claim that
they can’t afford to move anywhere else, November 2003. www.
paulaphoto.com
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